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WASHINGTON PARK, CUICAGO, WUEItE THE AMERICA DEUBY

TALK OF TWELVE-CLU- B LEAGUE

CAUSES STIR SN BASEBALL,

Cincinnati Kuinor to the Effect That Xew Organization Would e

Two Major Leagues. Seems to Be Well Founded Brush
an Opponent of the Movement "Top" Anson Expresses

His Views on the Subject.

TVRITTISX FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.
The rumor from Cincinnati recently of a

twelve-clu- b league to replace the two major
organizations has created widespread

throughout the National and Amer-
ican league circuits.

In many of the major league cities the
matter is regarded as a huso fake. The
fact remains, however, that none of the
magnates of either league have successfully
refuted the statement that Garry Herrmann

been In possession of the American
lxoks for some time. Or course,

many of the club owners deny this state-
ment.' hut their. denlaUi.aro so weak ithat.
thevar" almost convincing testimony that
Herrmann has been cnd.Is"now in posses-
sion of the American League books.

No matter how obstinate some of the
magnates may be, tho Inevitable outcome of
ihe baseball situation" will be. a raeTger of
interests.

In all the cities whre there are two
Clubs, with the probable exception of Chl-rap- o.

It has been practically demonstrated
that at least one of the clubs would have to
be contented with losing money. In Itoston
the National League team has failed so far
to make any money for the owners. In
New York the American Ieague mana;e-lne- nt

has been howling vigorously for a re-

turn of Interest on the many ducats they
Invested in thb Manhattan Island site. In
s't. Louis It can be very nearly positively
slated that both teams have been playing
to losing stands.

With these facts staring the magnates
in the (ace. the chances are that something
will be done to relieve the conditions in tho
quiet winter months after the close of the
season.

As a matter of fact the consolidation cf
the interests of the club owners Is not a
new thins, and it did not originate with
Hon B. Johnson. It originated at the an-

nual meeting of the National Leasue In
New Tori: last December.

Tnat the majority of the National League
club owners favored the plan at that time
Is a certainty, and what I? more Harry
l'ulllam was only made the head of the Na-

tional league temporarily, and accepted
with the distinct understanding that in case
a twelve-clu- b league could be pushed
through, he was to step down and out in
favor of Byron Ruicrof Johnson, who con-

trols the destiny of the American League.
At that time things looked very rosy for
the American League, and when the mat-
ter was sprung to Johnson he only laughed
at It. It was at that time pointed out to
him that no two clubs in any one city could
be made to pay, but he thought differently
and insisted on going ahead with his own
league.

Since that time things have turned out a
bit different than what Johnson calculated,
and he has consequently changed his mind.
Kor Instance, the Itcw York American
League baseball team, which is the costliest
basenall orcanlzation. lias not panned out
and is n losing investment. It was figured
out that the New York team would at least
make expenses this season, and perhaps a
little on the side to help pay oft the debt
incurred In launching the venture, but the
"Greater New Yorks" are not proving a
drawing attraction with all its d

talent.
In Chicago, Comiskey's team is drawing

none too well, and it looks as if the "old
Roman" is in bud.

In St. Louis neither team i3 having any
trouble taking care of the crowds, and not
since the antcseason series has there been
a very nig jam at cuner parK. wiui on
this loss of money it is not so hard to sea
why Johnson has underwent a change of
heart.

Captain Adrian C Anson, in speaking ot
the consolidation recently, said:

"If there is a consolidation of the Na-

tional and American leagues, I would like
to get back In baseball again as owner of a
franchise in an opposition league. As sure-
ly as this tweive-clu- b league is formed from
the two major organizations, so surely will
there be another league formed.

"The old twelve-clu- b league was gradual-
ly being killed by Its own weight, and base-

ball waa gradually going Into decay when
tho American League stepped into the
breach, and "by its fight on the National
League aroused such interest as the game
had not enjoyed in years. Tho declaration
of peace established a friendly rivalry, the
good effects of which was shown in tho
spring games between the St. Louis and
Philadelphia, major league rivals.

"Consolidation will destroy this rivalry
and confine Interest to the teams as their
standing In tho race warrants. Baseball
was never so healthy as when It enjoyed
the keen rivalry that existed between1 the
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National League and the American Associa-
tion, and this same condition would now be
established between the National and Amer-
ican leagues."

Spealting of the consolidation recently
John T. Brush, the National League mag-
nate, said:

"No, and what i more Ban Johnson and
Garry Herrmann-cnno- t frame up anything
for me. It was not so long ago that Ban
Johnson and American League boomers in
general threw up both hands whenever a
twelve-clu- b league was even hinted at
What, has caused this sudden change of
ffoh'C? There must be some reason tor
Johnson's new scheme, arid possibly it can
be found right in his own organization. The
National League Is all right never was
more prosperous so why should It look for
consolidation?

"Mr. Herrmann Is a large-hearte- d, good-natur-

gentleman, but he has not been In
baseball long enough to fully understand it.
With a llberaUty that was touching last
winter be presented Sam Crawford to the
Detroit Club In the interest of peace and
good will. Mr. Herrmann has put the Cin-

cinnati club In a deep and big hole by his
kindness. If the Cincinnati club had Craw-
ford now It would have one of the best out-
fielders In the country and stlil have Kelley
on first base.

"That shows how far Mr. Herrmann looks
ahead in baseball. Again, Mr. Herrmann
formulated a schedule last winter that
called for an interchange of games between
the National and American Leagues during
the championship season. This looked very
nice to him on paper, but It was not feasi-
ble- It could not be done with any degree
of reason; still, it was an olive branch
swish, and Garry' got lots of credit for it
until he was rudely awakened by reason-
able facts.

"Now, Mr. Herrmann may have some rosy
idea of his own, possibly painted by Ban
Johnson, about a twelve-clu- b league, but
he is only dreaming again."

When asked it there would be a way to
stop the consolidation If attempted hero
Brush said quickly:

"Well, I think there could be a way found
to prevent it."
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Piatt cave twelve bases on balls and
struck out six men and Lundgren passed
sis and struck out four, a total of eighteen
bases on balls and ten strike-out- s in one of
the Chicago-Bosto- n games.

Bradley of the Clovelands is about as
able a proposition at third base as ever lias
happened along here. McGraw considers
him W per cent better than any other third
baseman New York Sun. Forty per cent
better than Collins, Leach. Lave Cross,
Coughlin. chl Boston Herald.

Mike Lynch, the Browns College pitcher,
absolutely rWouoed to play professional ball
until his college term expires, a year from
this Uir.e. He has offers from about every
club in the two big leagues, one from the
New York American Club being a blank in-

strument allowing him to name his own
terms.

One feature of the outfield work of the
Omaha team thus far is that already there
have been more opposing runners thrown
out at the plate than were during the two
seasons prior put together. It has got to
be. that the man who steals a base or runs
in on'a By against the Omaha team earns
all he gets. Omaha Bee.

Concord has sold her hard-hittin- g right
fielder, John Titus, to the Philadelphia Na-
tional League Club. Titus is young in pro-
fessional ball. He halls from St. Clair. Pa.,
and last season played in Flttsvllle,. bit-
ting so well us to attract general attention.
H6 is about years of age, weighs about
160 pounds, and stands 5 feet 10 incnes. He
is a batsman and thrower.

"Dad" Clark. "Eccentric Dad," is out
West and cannot get home. He was se.it a
ticket several years ago by one ot the man-
agers of a team in the Pacific Coast League.
"Dad" didn't make good, and they skipped
him, and ho has been trying ever since to
get back to Oswego without walking, and
has made a miserable failure of the at-
tempt.

"A friend of mine from St. Louis took a
fancy to a building lot not far from the
American League Park here," said Jack
O'Connor. "He figured it would cost about
$10,W, but got a New York draft for 513.-0- .0

and ent to see the real estate man.
'Yes,' said tho man of dirt, 'the lot Is for
sale.' 'How much? asked my friend.
Well,' aid the real estate chap. 'If ycu

will pay spot cash you can have it for J100,-03-

My friend didn't buy the lot." Ex-

change.
The most Industrious bat hunter on the

Cleveland team is Flick. He picks up two
or three new ones in every city he visits.
"And they don't cost the club a cent." he
said. "That. I should think, would indicate
my desire to get up among the .373 per
cent hitters. 1 am meeting the ball better
than I did last year and am having better
luck, too. Out of the dozen sticks I am
now carrying around. I expect to get three
or four crackajacks." Cleveland Press.

There Is absolutely no dissension in the

star twlrler.
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McGUIRE.
AVho does most of the receiving for the De-

troit "TigtTS." He .has teen in the game
for nearly two decades.

team, and every player is to his ut-

most. The players ali ngife"that Elberfeld
merited suspension and fineLithough one or
two of the players think tltat the fine was
somewhat excessive. As ajmatter of fact,
it is well known that hadjWinnie Mercer
lived Elberfeld would havtg figured in a
trade before the season jcommenced, as
Mercer regarded Elberfeld asia brilliant but
not a winning ball player. Detroit Free
Presu.

Pitcher Leitner.the mute player who had
a trial with the Cleveland team last season
and trained with the Des Molnea Club, shut
out the crack HarrlsDurg team without a
hit or a run. His command was perfect. He
did not give a base on balls, make a wild
pitch or hit a batsman. Leitner is pitching
great ball for Norrlstown and 'won every
game ho pitched. Two major league man-
agers are watching him closely. He has
great speed and has a strong arm and
pitches with case. He is a Baltimore boy.

"Of all the stories that have been written
this season, the silliest is the one about
trouble between Gene Wright and myself,"
said Captain Lajoe to iSmer Bates. "If
there is one man on the team more than
another with whom I am on especially good
terms, it is Wilght. I think he is a great
Pitcher, and that all he needs Is encourage-
ment. This encouragement I have tried to
give him. We have never had a word of
trouble of any kind, ami 1 like him as well
us I do any player w.th tne ciuo. How
me story ot tremble Between us started I
can't understand."

Boston's eleven straight victories scored
bbiwteu .uiy --b una june J, nn'iusoe, mane
up" the best winning sireaK in which any
American League team nas participated
this season, bt. Louis won eignt stiaigbt
between May 'Si and Juno 5, and Cnicago
took seven in a row irum May 1 to I.
Cleveland and the Athletics have won live
straight each, and Detroit has won four
straight on three different occasions. New
Yorks best record Is three straight, whil
the Senators havo not yet done better than
take two straight. They accomplished this
feat on two occasions. rlxchanse.

The most exciting event of the evening
at tl bout between Bob Armstrong and
Denver Ed Martin was a
scrap between Sandy Ferguson,

champion of England on the one
hand and Manager Barrow of the Detroit
team :iud Bob Boy Benton, un the other.
Ferguson was making himself disagreeable
to a club member and Benton called him
down. When he repeated the offense Ben-
ton essayed to put him out. The big fel-
low started to fight, but before he could
get Into a clinch Barrow landed a right on
the jaw and he nas down and out. Ex-
change.

MIKE KAHOE.
UcAlecr's s;ar catcher.

REPUBLIC, f

JUNE 21, 1903.

LEAGOElSEiS- ?- AMERICAN LEAGUE

BIG MITT MEN ARE STILL USEFUL,

Mt&' .11

S
1 - .,C

'cklf -

.""!

I ZIM.MEP..
AVho Is manjging the "Phillies" and doing

large part of the catching for his team.
He has, been in the major leagues for
about seventeen years.

FRANK SELEE OF CtilCAGO HAS

MANAGED MANY PENNANT WINNE

Frank Selec, for whom Chicago's West
Side fans are pulling in the hopes that he
can guida the National League club into
possession of championship, which ha
not visited Chicago since 1&S6. is no novice
in winning pennants. He has brought out
seven championship teams, five of which
have been lighting In major league com-
pany.

Selee, Hanlon and Anson form a class ot
their own In National League history aeli
has captured five pennants und It ilie quiet
but. hard-worki- mentor of the West Side
team can bring the cubs home winners this
fall he will have established new record
In the oldest of America's two bis leagues.

Selee's position even now compares favor-
ably with those of his only two National
League rivals, and in major" league baseball
is surpassed only by that of Charles Comis-ke- y,

now of the White Sox, who has won
six big league pennants four In the Amer-
ican Association and two In the American
League and two world's championships.
Anson's fivo championships were won in
Uis eighties.

Beginning with the season of 1S31 Hanlon.
Selee and Fred Clarke have bad monopoly

; on National League buntings. Hanlon and
' Selee each gaining five, while Clarke has

won tho last two. Both Hanlon and Clarke
in the gaining' of their honors have been
aided by consolidations Hanlon by the com-
bining of the Baltimore clubs
and Clarke by the ot the
Louisville and Pittsburg teams. Selee's
five, however, were all won at Boston, using
none but the players f his own selection
and development on the one team.

Unlike all other managers who have been
as successful as he. Selee was never famed
as a player. He played some baseball as an
amateur, but never was player In League
company.

Ills first connection with professional
baseball was in 1SS4 at Waltham, Mass.. In
the Massachusetts League, at time when
Jimmy Ilyan was in Holyoke in the same
organization. During the same year this
cluo with Selee was transferred to Law

TRIO OF "BROWNIES" IS PLAYING A FAST

DONAHUE.
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rence. Mass.. and the league finally dis-
banded because it failed to pay, but Selee
finished the season at Lawrence, keeping
the team as an independent organization.

During the seasons of 1SS3 and 1SS Selee
was with the club at Haverhill. Mass., in
the Massachusetts League, Seles- acting aa
manager of the team, of which Mr. Moody.
the present Secretary of the Navy, was
president.

SFLEE IN AVEST.
The ummer of 1ES7 found Selee In the

West at Oshkosh, Wis., where he won his
first pennant. It is a peculiar coincidence
tjiat this year Selee won the championship
of the then Western League by a margin of
but one or two games in a tight finish with
the Milwaukee club, of which James A.
Hart was president.

The net year there was no club at Osh-
kosh, and Selee went to Omaha, his team
finishing fifth In the Western League race,
but In 1SS9. still In the same league. Selee
led Omaha to a championship, and thereby
gained his second minor league pennant by
a wide margin. Selee's work had already
won recognition in the big league, and
during 'this year he acted as agent of the
Boston club of the National League In sign-
ing players for the Hub.

The following year, 1S90. Selee entered the
ranks of major league managers, becoming
manager of the Boston team. Again he
crossed the baseball path of James A. Hart.
sucCTeuui uie present iiucagu
League president as manager at Boston.
Hart's Boston team had finished second in
1SS3. and in 1S30 Selee landed his new
charges in fifth place.

HAS GOOD PLAYERS.
Among the players whom Selee had on

his team, however, were Lowe, now cap-
tain of the cubs: Herman Long. "Kid"
Nichols and others, all recruited from the
Western League, and in 1S91 began Selee's
lens list of championships, the Boston, club
winning the pennant In the National
League.

Then in 1S?2 came another pennant, under
the "two-serie- s plan," Boston winning the

GAME.

JESSE BURKETT.
The Browns scrappy left fielder.

TODAY'S REPUBLIC
b PrinUd in Sis Parti J

Four Ncwi Sections, Comic
Section and Magazine.
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f Ke'ijtn of Hijih Salaries
) At an End in lioth
j Major Ball Leagues-- .
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BEN A MEYER.
Who will succeed Arthur Hofman (released)

as center fielder of the East St. Louts Na-
tionals. The batting and base running of
Meyer arc his long suit.

first series, Cleveland the second, and Bcs
ton finally winning the play-of- f. and with
It a second National League pennant.

Then in 1893 Selee made It three straight
Boston winning again, and Selee had tied
Anson' three-yea- r record of 1S31, 1SSI awl
ISM.

Ned Hanlon and Baltimore then sprang
Into prominence, and that combination woo.
three successive pennants in 1SW. 1S95 and
1S. Boston finishing third, sixth and fourth
in the twelve-clu- b league.

Selee was not to be denied, however, anal
he soon gave Hanlon a dose of his own
medicine. Boston won the National League
championship in both 1S37 and 1SSS. each,
year beating Baltimore, which finished sec-
ond.

The consolidation of the Baltimore and
Brooklyn clubs enabled Hanlon to tie Selee.
for'ln the years 1S and 1S0O Hanlon landed
the flags, giving himself a total of five
championships, the same aa Selee and An-

son. In 1S33 Selee was second with Boston
und in 1900 third.

With the raids of the American League)
upon, the National's stars in 1301 Fred
Clarke and Pittsburg stepped In. winning
the championship, and Selee had to content
himself with fifth place for Boston.. -- '

The last year Selee was Induced to coma

to Chicago by President Hart, and with a
weak team the former Boston man landed
tho club fifth.

This year he has made a great start, and
the critics are now about a unit In counting
the race for 'he flag as being between Chi-

cago, Pittsburg and New York. "May ,tho
best club win, and may the best club be-

headed by Selee," Is now the slogan of tho
fans.

REIGN OF HIGH SALARIES

WILL SOON BE AT AN END.

Club Owners Are Unit In DrmmndlnK
Ketnrn to Old Limit of

Vnae.

The reign of the high-salari- ball player
is limited to the termination of the present
contract under which he is working. This
is as sure as the two major leagues aro
working In harmeny.

Not only does the trend of baseball affairs
affirm this statement, but it was indirectly
acknowledged by an official of a National
League club to the writer recently. Upon
further Inquiry It was learned from a Pitts-

burg club official that a salary limit was
not the only scheme contemplated by the
American andsNatlonal leagues at tho'd'on- -'

elusion of the present playing season.
The writer was reliably Informed by a

person connected with baseball that a sal-

ary limit would go into effect upon the.
signing of all men to contracts for 1304 and"

Thereafter. Prcrldent Potter of the Phila-
delphia club. President Dreyfus of the Pitts-
burg club and officials of both clubs were
solicited to deny or affirm the allegation re-

specting a salary limit, but all professed
an Ignorance of any such proposition on the
part of the National League. Despite these
assertions the writer did draw out of an of-

ficial of one of the clubs that a national
agreement on the lines of the compact that
existed between the old Amjrican Associa-
tion and the National League would bo
made by the two big organizations before
another playing seaoon rolled around.

Questioned further, the same official ad-

mitted that necessary husiness relations
the two big leagues would bring- iheni

considerably closer before another year na
elapsed. It Is his opinion that the old limit
of C will again be the largest amount
that will be paid for players, while tn
losses of some of the clubs sustained during
the war might make the highest figures C-2-tt.

There Is no denying the fact that tho
players have reaped a harvest. The expan-
sion of the American Lcig-i- e was a great
bobm to them, and to-d- many of them are
drawing salaries that are Just double Jh
amount to what they were receiving- when
the National had the major field In lls,jn(J-nopollst- lc

grasp. It is claimed that but s

will make money this year; that quite
a few will lose heavily; that the preserva-
tion of the game demands that salaries b
reduced and that both organizations see the
urgent ne?islty of such action.

The signing of a national agreement .be-

tween the National and American leagued
will reduce baseball conditions to about' tho
same plane as they were when the 'Ameri-
can entered the field as a major orgaiiixaV
t;on. Its mutual provisions will protect'th
interests of the two bodies to a greater' esj--.

tent than even the peace agreement, did. 1 f
A board of arbitration would be one of-th-

logical sequences. Such a body will tie
found to be an urgent necessity, for already
clubs of both leagues are angling for the
same men, and an arbiter of these conten-
tions will be obUgcd to award players
claimed by tho different clubs. w.

The players will be powerless to flghtjjhe
salsry reduction. They will have no other,
alternative than to play or take up- sc&o1
other business. The existence of two major'
leagues at peace makes this a hard facte
Another league is impossible. Next year It
win bo necessary, for them to play at

wage or quit the game. --.


